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We have completed
approximately four years of
the Matobo Biodiversity
Monitoring Project
(MBMP). We continue to
work with five schools
close to Matopos National
Park, with the aim to
encourage long-term,
community-driven
biodiversity monitoring
through raising awareness
and providing pupils with
the necessary skills set to
take into their
communities. Since 2012,
more than 500 pupils have
participated in the project.

Editorial
Dear Conservation Partner
I sincerely hope 2015 was a good year for you and that you look
forward an even more prosperous 2016. The current biodiversity
monitors (pupils) worked hard throughout the year and look forward
to their final year on the programme as we recruit a new cohort. The
rains haven’t been good, but we hold fast to hope that we will be
blessed by good rains as the season progresses. We never lose
hope! Our heartfelt condolences go to the Stephens family for the
loss of Mr Roy Stephens. He served in the past as chairman of the
Matobo Conservation Society, which has greatly supported and
sponsored us in our work. May his soul rest in peace. On another
note, Raphael Chahwanda and Boneface Magwizi are retiring from
the Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe at the end of this year.
They served as Technical Assistant and Curatorial Assistant in the
Departments of Entomology and Ornithology respectively for
decades and rendered to us their wealth of knowledge in assisting
us in training the biodiversity monitors. We extend our thanks to
them for being part of our quest to make a positive difference in the
Matobo Hills and wish them happiness as they take their welldeserved rest.
Cedric Maforimbo
Field Education Officer
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Mushroom Survey of Zimbabwe

With the aid of a poster she
produced, mycologist Mrs Cathy
Sharp explains to pupils how to
identify poisonous and edible
mushrooms.

On the first schools visit of the 3rd term, we took mycologist Cathy
Sharp to ten primary and secondary schools in the Matobo District
to conduct part of her nationwide survey on children’s knowledge
and perception of mushrooms in Zimbabwe. After surveying each
school, Cathy went to each class to thank the pupils and to tell them
why they took part in the survey. Thereafter, with the aid of a poster,
she enlightened them on how to identify poisonous mushrooms and
on precautions to take when picking mushrooms for consumption.
She left each school copies of the poster and two volumes of her
field guide to the mushrooms of Zimbabwe.

Pitfall Trapping Project
We continued our joint pitfall trap project with the Natural History
Museum of Zimbabwe (NHMZ) into the current rainy season. After
giving introductory talks on the biology and importance of insects,
George Malunga and Wallace Majaya, technical assistants in the
Department of Entomology at NHMZ, assisted us in providing
practical, hands-on training in the setting of pitfall traps to the
biodiversity monitors and bestowed the responsibility of managing
the traps upon them. We continue to provide them with on-going
support in the running of the traps and the insects are identified and
accessioned by Museum staff.

Biodiversity monitors set pitfall
traps under the guidance of
George Malunga of NHMZ.

Other Methods of Trapping Insects for
Research Purposes
Raphael Chahwanda, also a technical assistant in the Department
of Entomology at NHMZ, demonstrated to the biodiversity monitors
how bait traps, malaise traps, beating trays and sweeping nets
function when being used in trapping insects for biological research.

Migrant Bird Species

Biodiversity monitors practice
setting up a malaise trap under
the instruction of Raphael
Chahwanda of NHMZ.

Although the second school term is traditionally our birding term,
many migrant species can be seen in the Matobo Hills in the third
term. As such, we took the biodiversity monitors for bird-watching
with an emphasis on migrant bird species. Boneface Magwizi of the
NHMZ’s Ornithology Department assisted us with this task.

Awareness
In celebration of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty,
we produced a poster highlighting the role biodiversity has and
continues to play in providing a livelihood to rural communities. The
poster thus encouraged them to protect their biodiversity.

Handouts

Biodiversity monitors watch a
yellow-billed kite with the aid of
binoculars which Boneface
Magwizi of NHMZ taught them to
use.

Thanks to donations from generous project partners, we gave out
various handouts to the biodiversity monitors and teachers.
Archaeologists Rob Burret and Paul Hubbard donated copies of their
book Great Zimbabwe; spirits, stones and the soul of a nation.
Directory publishers were part of this donation, and also donated
2014 diaries whilst NHMZ donated Biology textbooks to the schools.
Merlyn Nkomo, a final year ecology student at NUST and Kudzanai
Dhliwayo, Assistant Curator of Ornithology at the NHMZ donated
vulture awareness materials for the pupils. We extend our sincere
thanks to them all.
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Prize-giving Days
Four of our five participating schools held their Speech and PrizeGiving Ceremonies in September and October. At each event, the
schools kindly gave us a slot on their programmes, in which we
expressed our gratitude to the schools and the patrons of each
conservation club for their support of our programme by presenting
framed certificates of participation and appreciation respectively. We
also endorsed Bazha Secondary School and their conservation club
patron, Mrs L. Ndlovu nee Mlala as the most participative school and
patron in our programme. We sponsored prizes for the two Most
Committed outgoing Conservation Club Members at each school and
these were received by the following: Admire Tshalibe and Ndumiso
Mhlanga (Bazha Secondary School), Mlungisi Ndlovu and Solani
Dube (Silozwe High School), Prince Tshuma and Solomon Ncube
(Whitewater High School), Ndabenhle J. Ncube and Khaliphani Ncube
(Tohwe Matobo Secondary School) and Sindiso Kanhukamwe
(Matopo High School). We also donated refreshments to each school
to assist with nourishing the invited guests. After each event, we set
up a stall which displayed community awareness posters.

Mr C. Ncube, Headmaster of
Whitewater
High
School,
receives a framed certificate of
participation from DWT Field
Education
Officer
Cedric
Maforimbo on behalf of the
school.

Visit to Matopos National Park
The majority of pupils in our participating schools have never been in
the Rhodes Matopos National Park despite living within a 10 km
radius of the Park boundary. We therefore put up a fundraising
campaign on crowd funding site Indiegogo and sent appeals to our
partners, stakeholders and individuals who are interested in our work
to assist us with funds to take the biodiversity monitors from all the
participating schools into the national park to see the fauna and flora.
This would also afford the pupils from the different schools an
opportunity to meet, share ideas and experiences as well as network.
We received an overwhelming response from organisations and
individuals and managed to secure adequate funds to cover the full
cost of transport, park entry fees and a light lunch for 80 pupils. The
Dambari Team would like to sincerely thank all the contributors.
Unfortunately, the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education has
faced some challenges in processing our application to conduct the
trip and thus will need more time. Consequently, we will hold the trip
towards the end of the first term of 2016 when term activities are
drawing to a close. Please keep an eye on our Facebook page
(Dambari Wildlife Trust) for updates.

Winners of the Most Committed
Conservation
Club
Member
prizes
at
Tohwe
Matobo
Secondary School sport Dambari
branded t-shirts which were part
of the prize, along with books on
creating
ecosystems
and
certificates which they display in
the picture above.
Did you know?
Almost all woodland types found
in Zimbabwe occur in the
Matobo Hills. This makes this
special place a biodiversity
hotspot.

Queen of Trees
On the last visit of the term to the schools, we screened the
documentary Queen of Trees for the biodiversity monitors, which
showcased the symbiotic relationship between fig trees and fig wasps
as well as other important roles of fig trees in the ecosystem. The
documentary also highlighted important aspects of the food web and
food chains.
The Guest of Honour at the Prize
Giving Day at Bazha Secondary
School (left) poses with the Most
Committed Conservation Club
Member as he receives his prize.
Looking on is the Headmaster of
the school, Mr A. Tshuma.
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Art Corner
The picture on the cover of this newsletter was produced by Gabriella L. Makandidze from Matopo High School. Her
drawing was inspired by vulture awareness material which we distributed to the schools.

African Pygmy Kingfisher by
Gabriella L. Makandidze

We must try to plant trees and grasses
to reduce the rate or evaporation. It
also reduces the washing away of top
soil and nutrients. It intensifies the
humus layer of the soil as leaves fall
during winter giving off nutrients. It also
beautifies our environment promoting
tourism. It also reduces land
degradation.

This diagram shows smoke from
industries which contains a lot of
dangerous and poisonous gases
which may endanger our future if we
don’t do something about it.
Tatenda P. Nyambara, Matopo High
School

Tatenda P. Nyambara, Matopo High
School

Mouse by Sazini F. Moyo,
Whitewater High School

Grasshopper by Langelihle N.
Sibanda, Matopo High School

Knob-billed duck by Mlungisi
Ngwenya, Bazha Secondary
School

Southern Ground Hornbill by Mosleen
Chiga, Tohwe Matobo Secondary School

Tree and balancing rocks, which are
characteristic of the Matobo Hills, by
Mthabisi N. Ngwenya, Whitewater
High School

Cobra by Thabani B. Ngwenya,
Bazha Secondary School

Bird by Bongiwe Tshuma, Matopo
High School
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Art Corner

The Great Zimbabwe by Moreblessing
Sibanda, Whitewater High School.
Her drawing was inspired by a book
donated by its authors and Directory
Publishers.

Vulture by Nkazimulo Pumani,
Whitewater High School

Bird perched on the stump just
outside the administration block
at Tohwe Matobo Secondary
School by Tichaona

Grasshopper by Mike Phiri, Tohwe
Matobo Secondary School
Baboon and its infant by Nkosinathi
Ngulube, Tohwe Secondary School

Leopard by Mqondisi Ndlovu,
Bazha Secondary School

Fish by Antony Vundla, Bazha
Secondary School

Lion attack on buffalo by Petious Furai,
Bazha Secondary School

“Logo” by Thabani B. Ngwenya, Bazha
Secondary School
Fishes by Lizzie Zikali, Silozwe
High School.
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Literary corner
Have you ever Thought

Conservation

Have you ever thought
Of how wide and high
A table must seem
To a moth or a fly

It is everyone’s duty
Conservation is like hospitality
To our flora and fauna
We should conserve our resources

An ant must think grass
Is as tall as a tree
And what of the height
Of a flower to bee

Animals do not burn human habitats
So why should we burn theirs
Conservation is important

Mosquitoes, and also
Grasshoppers, of course
Believe that a mouse
Is as big as an elephant

Historically, conservation is like
The strong regiments of Tshaka
Who worked hard to defend the state

I always think insects
Are small as can be
I wonder what they think
When they look at me

Everyone arise
And let’s defend our flora and fauna
If they could talk, they would warn us

By Nosihle Ncube, Tohwe-Matobo Secondary
School
Water
Water, water is precious to me
Without water, we are lifeless
Water is life to us
Water itself, whether stagnant in a dam or in
a river, is life
We are alive because of water
Surely our life is carried by water
If water was not present, were we going to
survive?
I don’t think so
So let us learn to conserve water
Water I like you and I need you
Minute by second, second by hour, day and
night
I need you water
By Memory Sikhosana

Let’s work together and defend our
environment
Like the strong army of Tshaka!
By Tinashe Mututwa, Silozwe High
School

Peace
The grace and beauty of birds as they
fly
The songs of the trees as the wind
rushes by
The peace of the stars in the lovely sky
They’re yours for the taking- so take
them
Faith Ngwenya, Silozwe High School

MBMP NEWSLETTER

PAGE 7

Literary corner
Story of the Hen and the Eagle
Once upon a time, the eagle lent the hen a needle. As the hen tried to find food from a heap
of manure, she lost the needle. The eagle then said “Every day I will take one chick from you
until you return my needle”. This is the reason why eagles take hens’ chicks.
By Mlungisi Ngwenya, Bazha Secondary School
Trees and Wild Animals
Trees are important in soil, humans and wild animals. People can survive through gathering
fruits. Plants can protect soil from washing away (soil erosion) and the leaching of plant
nutrients. Other wild animals cannot survive without trees because some make trees their
habitat. Animals can get food from trees.
Some wild animals survive on vegetation. Skin of wild animals can be made to make shoes.
Leather can be exported to get foreign currency to our country.
By Patience Kristy Moyo and Nosihle Ncube, Tohwe Matobo Secondary School
Plants and Animals
What beautiful vegetation we have in this world. The plants, the animals, they all beautify this
world. Both the plants and animals contribute humus that increases the fertility of the soil making
plants have enough nutrients to grow.
Flowers are used as gifts that we give to other people. There are many different types of flowers
like roses. Roses are known to be the sweetest of them all. Plants also give us oxygen that we
breathe. Plants also have a unique thing that they do: they make their own food!
By Nomandla Tshuma, Matopo High School
Please Note: Artistic and literary contributions from the biodiversity monitors are selected on
the basis of quality and relevance to the programme’s themes, irrespective of the school of the
contributor.

Some Facts About Dambari
Dambari
Dambari
Wildlife Trust was established in 1997 as Marwell Zimbabwe Trust by the then Director
of Marwell Preservation Trust in the UK, Dr John Knowles. It re-branded to its current name in
2011.
Contrary to what many local people seem to think, the name Dambari is not derived from the
native Shona language. It was adapted from the acronym of the name of the field station from
which the Trust operates, which stood for Duikers and Mini-antelope Breeding and Research
Institute (Dambari). However, Dambari Wildlife Trust is more than just about duikers now. It
focuses on natural resources as a whole and only retained the name Dambari.
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Strolling in the communal lands
What do I see?
Skeletons of trees
And seas of crops
Devastated by drought
I asked poor granny
How she got along
In this disaster
And sobs greeted me
Before her bony handshake
Strolling in the communal lands
What do I see
Sand-choked river beds
No grass for animals
No water in rivers
Animals whose only feed are tree leaves
Poem
picture
fireimportant
by Mpeta Ndlovu, Silozwe High School
Oh! How trees
andand
grass
are on
very
Now the ribs of animals are uncountable
Jutting tongues everywhere
Contact us:
Bodies awaiting a painful death
Because of the shortage
of education@dambari.com
grass and tree
Email:
leaves
Phone: +263 9 280029
Web: www.dambari.com
By Metron Masibi, Bazha Secondary
Facebook: Dambari Wildlife Trust

Project Sponsors
Thanks to the MBMP donors and supporters!

